IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re Application of 



Atty. Docket 



EDWIN A. MONT IE ET AL . 



NL 000307 



SERIAL NO. : 



GROUP ART UNIT: 



FILED: CONCURRENTLY 

METHOD OF AND APPARATUS FOR ALLOCATING RECORDING SPACE ON A 
RECORDING MEDIUM 

Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 
Prior to calculating the filing fee and examination, 
please amend the above-identified application as follows: 



IN THE CLAIMS 



Please amend the claims as follows: 
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1. (Amended) A method of allocating recording space on a 

recording medium for recording an entry of predetermined length, 
the recording medium having an associated directory listing block 
specifying free space and previously recorded entries, the method 
comprising the steps: 

receiving a start position on the recording medium; 

determining, with the aid of the directory, the 
consecutive blocks necessary for recording at least the entry of 
predetermined length, starting from the start position; and 

displaying the directory, 
characterized in that the method further comprises the step: 

indicating the consecutive blocks in the displayed 
directory . 



2. (Amended) The method as claimed in claim 1, in which the 

start position is determined by a search algorithm. 



3. (Amended) The method as claimed in claim 1, in which the 

start position is determined in that start position input is 
received from a user. 



4. (Amended) The method as claimed in claim 1, in which the 

directory is displayed in a text-only format. 



S:\GO\PG15GOE0.GOR 



2 



5. (Amended) The method as claimed in claim 1, in which the 
consecutive blocks are displayed so as to be discernable from the 
rest of the displayed directory. 

6. (Amended) The method as claimed in claim 5, in which the 
consecutive blocks are indicated by displaying a frame around the 
consecutive blocks, highlighting or underlining the consecutive 
blocks, or by a color, font, character size or typography different 
from the other directory blocks. 

7. (Amended) The method as claimed in claim 1, in which the 
predetermined length corresponds to an amount of recording time. 

8. (Amended) The method as claimed in claim 1, in which the 
predetermined length corresponds to an amount of data. 

9. (Amended) The method as claimed in claim 1, in which the 
method further comprises the steps: 

calculating the difference between the lengths of the 
consecutive blocks and the predetermined length; and 
displaying the difference. 
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10. (Amended) A module for allocating recording space on a 
recording medium for recording an entry of predetermined length, 
the module comprising: 

memory means for storing a directory associated with the 
recording medium, said directory listing blocks specifying free 
space and previously recorded entries; and 

processing means connected to the memory means for 
receiving a start position on the recording medium, and for 
determining the consecutive blocks necessary for recording at least 
the entry of predetermined length, starting from the start 
position, 

characterized in that the processing means indicates the 
consecutive blocks in the displayed directory. 



11. (Amended) The module as 
processing means determines the 
algorithm. 



claimed in claim 10, in which the 
start position by a search 



12. (Amended) The module as claimed in claim 10, in which the 
processing means receives the start position input from a user. 

13. (Amended) The module as claimed in claim 10, in which the 
processing means displays the directory in a text-only format. 
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14. (Amended) The module as claimed in claim 10, in which the 
processing means displays the consecutive blocks so as to be 
discernable from the rest of the displayed directory. 

15. (Amended) The module as claimed in claim 14, in which the 
processing means further indicates the consecutive blocks by 
displaying a frame around the consecutive blocks, highlighting or 
underlining the consecutive blocks, or by a color, font, character 
size or typography different from the other directory blocks. 

16. (Amended) The module as claimed in claim 10, in which the 
processing means further calculates a difference between the 
lengths of the consecutive blocks and the predetermined length, and 
to display the difference. 

17. (Amended) A video recorder system including the module as 
claimed in claim 10. 

18. (Amended) A computer program product comprising data and 
instructions to be loaded into a computer, thereby enabling the 
computer to carry out the method as claimed in claim 1. 

19. (Amended) A data carrier provided with the computer program 
product as claimed in claim 18. 
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REMARKS 



The claims have been amended to more clearly define the 



invention as disclosed in the written description. In particular, 
claims 4, 5, 7-9 and 18 have each been made proper singularly 
dependent claims, each depending from claim 1; and claims 13, 14, 
16 and 17 have each been made proper singularly dependent claims, 
each depending from claim 10. In addition, the claims have been 
amended for clarity. 



is respectfully requested that this Preliminary Amendment be taken 
into consideration . 



When the Examiner takes this case up for examination, it 



Respectfully submitted, 



Edward W. Goodman, Reg. 28,613 
Attorney 

Tel. : 914-333-9611 
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APPENDIX 

1. (Amended) A method of allocating recording space on a 
recording medium for recording an entry of predetermined length, 
the recording medium having an associated directory -f3-9-}-7 — whieh: 
di^eefe ory — jy^&s- li sting blocks specifying free space and 
previously recorded entries, the method comprising the stepsj_— e£ 
receiving a start position on the recording medium — (step 

determining^ with the aid of the directory^ -f3^)— the 

consecutive blocks necessary for recording at least the entry of 
predetermined length, starting from the start position — f^&ep 2 24-; 
and 

displaying the directory— 4-sfee^-4^4-, 

characterized in that the method further comprises a—^^Fcfie^the 
stepj^ e# 

indicating the consecutive blocks in the displayed 

directory — fs^e-p— £4>. 

2. (Amended) A- The method aeee^dif^e— fee- as claimed in claim 1, 
in which the start position is determined by a search algorithm. 

3. (Amended) jV~?&efehed- aec e^dir?^— t^- The method as claimed in 
claim 1, in which the start position is determined in that start 
position input is received from a user. 
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4 . (Amended) A-^e%fee€ l ac co rd fb^g— £e— The method as claimed in 
claim l f 3— e- r 3 7 in which the directory 43-©-)— is displayed in a 
text-only format. 

5. (Amended) A-^e^od— aee€H?d^ng— fc-e— a ny one of the p re c e ding 
ejrai^v& The method as claimed in claim 1 , in which the consecutive 
blocks are displayed so as to be discernable from the rest of the 
displayed directory . 

6. (Amended) Ar-me^feedr--aeee^d4ft§-^ta" The meohed as claimed in 
claim 5, in which the consecutive blocks are indicated by 
displaying a frame 43^4— around the consecutive blocks, highlighting 
or underlining the consecutive blocks, or by a color, font, 
character size or typography different from the other directory 
blocks . 

7 . (Amended) A-^^fehc*d--areee-i^^ 

ejrahims- The method as claimed in claim 1 , in which the predetermined 
length corresponds to an amount of recording time. 

8 . (Amended) Ar-iftefehedr-areee^drt^ — e^-^w^^e — e^-t^he-^^eee^i^g 1 
e3ra4^s- The method as claimed in claim 1 , in which the predetermined 
length corresponds to an amount of data. 
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9. (Amended) A^te&bed-^ee^ 

claim -s- The method as claimed in claim 1 , in which the method further 
comprises ar-fer^fee^the steps : — (-&£ep— £3- ) of 

calculating the difference between the lengths of the 

consecutive blocks and the predetermined lengthy and e£ 
displaying the difference. 

10. (Amended) A module +4^4— for allocating recording space on a 
recording medium for recording an entry of predetermined length, 
the module comprisingj_ 

memory means 4 4 3) for storing a directory 4-^0-) — associated 

with the recording medium, wfx4eh- said directory 43-0-) — 44^t-s listing 
blocks specifying free space and previously recorded entries; and 

processing means 4-1-4-) — connected to the memory means 4444- 

for receiving a start position on the recording medium, and for 
determining the consecutive blocks necessary for recording at least 
the entry of predetermined length, starting from the start 
position, 

characterized in that the processing means 4^-4^ — a^e— a4a^t-eel— -to 
4n-d4ea- : te indicates the consecutive blocks in the displayed directory 
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11. (Amended) A-moeuie— f42r) — aeeeffe^ -fee— The module as claimed 
in claim 10, in which the processing means 444^ ar c a dap^feed— 
de^fee^fia^e det ermines the start position by a search algorithm. 

12. (Amended) A~-medu4e — (43-) — aeee^d4rr^~-feo~ The module as claimed 
in claim 10, in which the processing means 4444-^e--a€te^feed-^ 
^eee^f-e receives the start position input from a user. 

13. (Amended) A-^ed-u4< ; (12) a ^eoird4ntg— fe^^ The module as claimed 
in claim 10, 44— e- r 12 , — in which the processing means 4444---a^e 
#a^££t^e-a^ap£e d to displa -y displays the directory -4404— in a text- 
only format. 

14. (Amended) A— ma4u4e — (-42H — aeee^d4ra^— fee— any one of t h e cL ai^e 
4±4^th^eu^4-44 The module as claimed in claim 10 , in which the 
processing means 44 4) a ^c furth er— a-da^a feed to d 4-sg4aey di splays the 
consecutive blocks so as to be discernable from the rest of the 
displayed directory . 

15. (Amended) A-^fte^rire — (4-2-) — aeeerefeKg--~&^-- The module as claimed 
in claim 14, in which the processing means -444-) — a^—further aeete-pfeed 
fee-4^d4eafee indicates the consecutive blocks by displaying a frame 
-434i — around the consecutive blocks, highlighting or underlining the 
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5 consecutive blocks, or by a color, font, character size or 
typography different from the other directory blocks. 

16. (Amended) A-m6#ul-e — ^eee^edA^^^ 

10 tto e^g h 15 The module as claimed in claim 10 , in which the 
processing means ~H^H— -e&e—f urther a^^te^-^-e^^crira^i^g calculates 
a difference between the lengths of the consecutive blocks and the 
5 predetermined length, and to display the difference. 

17. (Amended) A video recorder system -flrG-}— including a— fae-duie 
L ■ - ( 12 ) a eeo-r^fe^ g to a ^~-o^e-^#--trh^-^4rai^^ — ^rQ~^th^eu^h~l^ the module as 
•5. : claimed in claim 10. 



18. (Amended) A computer program product comprising data and 
instructions to be loaded into a computer, thereby enabling the 
computer to carry out the method ^eee^d ing t o a^ty^m^-~^^-^^~-Gi^±m& 
4— ^rou^h— 9- as claimed in claim 1 . 

19. (Amended) A data carrier provided with a— the computer 
program product aeee-rd4^ g r 0 as claimed in claim 18. 
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